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At St Alipius Parish School, our Catholic identity is at the heart of everything we do,
rooted in the teachings of Christ as conveyed through the Gospels. We actively
incorporate Catholic Social Teachings into our Religious Education curriculum, utilizing
the Ballarat Diocesan 'Awakenings' framework to foster personal faith formation.
Through daily classroom prayer, weekly whole school prayer, liturgies and masses, we
provide opportunities for students to engage with their faith. Moreover, we challenge
our students to explore world issues, social justice concerns, and current events

through the lens of Catholic values. We believe this promotes empathy, solidarity, and a
commitment to reconciliation among all members of our school community.

At St Alipius, we are committed to creating an inclusive environment where students of
all religious backgrounds feel valued and respected, allowing them to explore and
develop their own faith journey within a supportive community.
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LEARNING AT

The curriculum at St Alipius is driven by contemporary research that focuses on what
makes the greatest impact with teaching and learning. Throughout the learning process,
students are empowered to think critically about their learning and engage with their
teachers for feedback. We call this dynamic process ‘Visible Learning'.

Through data collection and thorough analysis, the staff at St Alipius identify each
student’s previous knowledge, strengths and areas for development. We use this
important information to set learning goals; to explicitly teach students what they need to
learn; and to provide rigorous learning opportunities so that all students experience
engagement and success.

Our Learning Diversity team works alongside teaching staff to meet the diverse needs of
students in our community. We provide a multi-tiered approach to learning and recognise
that some students require additional support or academic extension. We meet all
students at their point of need and cater their learning experiences to their ability.

We pride ourselves on having a strong culture of learning. This means that everyone
learns from each other: teachers, students, parents and the wider St Alipius school
community. We pride ourselves on walking in unity with our First Nations people, and we
embrace opportunities to learn from the diversity of cultures that form the fabric of our
supportive and vibrant school community.



A BALANCED APPROACH
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At St Alipius Parish School, we place great emphasis on maintaining a harmonious
balance between student wellbeing, fostering strong relationships, and delivering
rigorous academic programs. We believe that a holistic education encompasses not
only academic achievement but also emotional and social development. Our approach
prioritizes the creation of a supportive and nurturing environment where students feel
valued, respected, and safe. Through initiatives such as pastoral care programs, social-
emotional learning activities, and community-building events, we cultivate strong
relationships between students, staff, and families. Concurrently, our rigorous
academic programs, aligned with contemporary teaching practices and curriculum
standards, challenge and inspire students to reach their full potential academically. By
fostering this balance, we ensure that students are equipped with the skills, knowledge,
and resilience necessary for success in all aspects of their lives.

LEARNING

At St Alipius, we view feedback as an integral component of the learning process,
drawing upon the principles of Visible Learning pedagogy. Through ongoing
assessment and targeted feedback, we provide students with clear and specific
guidance on their progress and areas for improvement. Teachers utilize various
feedback strategies, including descriptive feedback, peer feedback, and self-
assessment, to help students understand their strengths and areas needing
development. By making learning visible and transparent, students are empowered to
take ownership of their learning journey, set goals, and actively engage in the process
of improvement. Through the effective use of feedback, we foster a culture of
continuous growth and development, ensuring that every student reaches their full
potential.



At St Alipius, literacy learning is emphasized through explicit teaching methods and the
Structured Literacy approach. This science-backed approach to learning ensures the
comprehensive development of reading, writing, and communication skills. Through
systematic instruction, teachers break down complex skills into manageable steps and
provide ample practice opportunities. By focusing on phonological awareness, phonics,
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension, students acquire essential literacy skills in a
structured and sequential manner. Our approach caters to diverse learning needs and

incorporates a variety of learning techniques to support all students, fostering confidence
and proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.

LEARNING
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At St Alipius, our approach to numeracy learning is informed by the new Victorian Maths
curriculum, which emphasizes conceptual understanding, problem-solving, and real-
world application. We prioritize providing students with meaningful opportunities to apply
their mathematical learning in authentic contexts. Through hands-on activities, problem-
solving tasks, and collaborative activities, students engage with mathematical concepts in
ways that are relevant and practical. Our curriculum encourages exploration, critical
thinking, and inquiry, enabling students to develop a deep understanding of
mathematical principles and their applications in everyday life. By fostering a culture of

curiosity and exploration, we empower students to become confident and competent
mathematicians
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At St Alipius, student wellbeing and safety is our
number one priority. We understand that all
students learn most effectively when their emotional,
social and physical needs are being met. We believe
that wellbeing underpins the way children feel about
themselves, how they relate to others and how they
engage in their learning.
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Our staff are highly skilled at developing positive,
affirming relationships with our students. Together
we work in partnership with families to teach social
and emotional learning skills that are grounded in
mindful awareness, neuroscience and Catholic social
teachings. We explicitly teach students social skills to
foster their resilience and to promote respectful
relationships. All of our staff are aware of and skills
in trauma informed responses to behaviour.

Festovel Core

At St Alipius, we are committed to the holistic well-
being of our students, which is why we have a
dedicated pastoral care worker who offers invaluable
social and emotional support to those in need. With
a compassionate and nurturing approach, our
pastoral care worker provides a safe space for
children to express themselves and navigate any
challenges they may face. In addition to individual
support, our Pastoral worker also facilitates the
Peaceful Kids program which empowers students
with mindfulness techniques and coping strategies to

manage stress and build resilience. .



SUPPORT SERVICES AT
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A key priority at St Alipius is the development of
students who are confident and capable when working
with numbers. It is core to our learning program. All
teachers use ongoing and regular Maths assessments
to individualise learning and to determine students
with additional needs. Through this rigorous process,
we are able to identify students who require ongoing
support, as well as those who require extra challenge.

Reeding Suppsrt

Similar to Mathematics, we use both formative and
summative assessments to monitor the English
learning of every child. This thorough approach to
teaching and learning allows us to quickly determine
when students require additional support with their
Literacy skills. At St Alipius, we provide evidence-based
targeted programs to address identified needs of
these children.
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At St Alipius Parish School, we partner with Allied
Health professionals as part of the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) to “wrap around the learner”.
Through these partnerships, we ensure that students
with diverse needs receive comprehensive and
personalized support tailored to their unique
requirements. Our collaboration with Allied Health
professionals enables us to implement targeted
interventions, develop tailored support plans, and
provide ongoing monitoring to optimize each student's
learning experience. By working together with external
experts, we strive to create an inclusive and supportive
school environment.




SPECIALIST SUBJECTS AT
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At St Alipius, we pride ourselves on our strong Specialist
program, designed to complement and enrich our
students' educational experience. Led by highly skilled
educators, our program offers diverse opportunities for
students to explore, develop skills, and foster a lifelong
passion for learning.

Music
Our vibrant music program, a fosters a deep appreciation for music and essential skills
through diverse activities like instrumental instruction, vocal training, and collaborative
performances. In our state-of-the-art music facility, students explore, respond, create,
and perform, nurturing well-rounded musical literacy and creativity. Moreover, options
like joining the school choir or Taiko drumming club extend opportunities for musical
exploration and performance at school and community events.

Jepenese

Immersing students in the vibrant culture of Japan, our school explores our connection
with Asia through Japanese language and cultural studies. Each week, students delve
into essential language basics such as numbers, colors, greetings, and delve into
Japanese traditions including food and festivals. The highlight of our cultural immersion
is the annual "Japan Day" celebration, where Year 6 students lead workshops to deepen
younger students' understanding of Japanese culture, providing a delightful showcase
of their learning journey.
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In our Science curriculum, we ignite curiosity and foster critical thinking among
students at St Alipius. Through hands-on exploration and collaborative experiments,
students delve deep into scientific concepts while adhering to the Victorian
Curriculum's emphasis on inquiry-based learning and practical application.
Sustainability takes center stage as students are encouraged to explore environmental
science, instilling in them a sense of responsibility for shaping a sustainable future. This
approach not only imparts knowledge but also cultivates a deep appreciation for our
environment and the role each student plays in preserving it. Hands on learning at its
best!
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Physical education holds a pivotal role in our
commitment to nurturing the holistic growth of all our
students. Each week, students attend one 45 minute
session with our dedicated PE specialist and then a
second session during the week with their class teacher.
Our PE curriculum emphasizes fundamental motor
skills, sportsmanship, teamwork, and healthy lifestyle
choices, fostering not just physical fitness but also social
and cognitive development. Through a diverse array of
activities, from sports to games, our PE program aims to
instill a lifelong passion for physical well-being in every
student.

STEAM

In 2024, our school proudly introduces innovative 45-minute S.T.E.A.M (Science,
Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics) lessons for every child. With a
strong focus on digital technologies, these dynamic sessions aim to enhance digital
literacy and problem-solving skills among students. Encouraging creativity and design
thinking, the curriculum fosters a multidisciplinary approach to challenges, whilst
nurturing a collaborative and forward-thinking mindset crucial for navigating the
complexities of the 21st-century world.
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